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STEAM PLANT ASSI STANT, 5622

Summary of Duties : Works as a trainee under close supervision assisting Steam Pl ant
Qperators, Steam Plant Mai nt enance Mechani cs, or Instrunment Mechanics in the
operation and mai ntenance of steamel ectric generating plant equipment, including
turbogenerator units, high pressure boilers, auxiliary equipnent, and electrica
switching facilities; and does rel ated work.

Di stingui shing Features : An enpl oyee of this class assists in either operating,
mai ntai ning, or repairing steamelectric generating plant equi pnent, including
mechani cal , electrical controls and instrunentation, and auxiliary equi pnent.

A Steam Pl ant Assistant is distinguished fromother steam plant personnel in that
the Steam Pl ant Assistant receives extensive on-the-job instruction, is closely
supervised, and is required to successfully conplete a hone study course in order to
acquire the proficiency needed for all phases of the work. The Steam Pl ant
Assistant initially perfornms relatively routine work of an unskilled or sem-skilled
nature and in time learns to performthe nore difficult work. Enploynment is limted
to four years during which time the trainee is expected to qualify for pronotion

Exanpl es of Duties : Assists SteamPlant (perators at a centrally controlled steam
electric generating plant by testing, adjusting and operating main and auxiliary
controls and equi pnent to assure that each unit is safely and econom cally providing
| oad, voltage and frequency ordered by Load Di spatchers; assists in the operation of
boi l ers, turbine generators, and auxiliary equi pment; assists in starting and
stopping of main and auxiliary equi pnent as necessary for naintenance and repairs;
takes readings fromneters, instrunents, gauges, and charts on machi nery and

equi pnent, and records readi ngs on appropriate forns; assists in unloading and
transferring fuel oil; makes necessary adjustments as directed to regul ate oi
systens; inspects and nmonitors for proper operations of auxiliary equipnent;

i nspects batteries as directed; operates gas or oil fired fuel oil heaters; assists
in operations to condition water for use in steam pl ants;

Assi sts Mai nt enance Mechani cs in naintaining, checking, repairing, |ubricating,
overhaul i ng and adjusting steamel ectric generating equi prent and mechani cal and
auxiliary equi pment; assists journey-level workers in dismantling and repairing
machi nery and equi pnent; installs and renoves insulation materials used in steam
pl ant equi prent; assists in disassenbling, cleaning, repairing andreassenbling main
fuel oil burners, valves, punps and diesel generators; operates hand and portabl e
power tools in the naintenance of equi pment, such as pneumatic tube cl eaning

devi ces, sandbl asting equi pnent, and oxyacetyl ene cutting and burni ng equi prent;
assists in the construction of prefab platforns and scaffol ding; assists in boiler
and furnace mai ntenance; may assist in unloading oil tankers at Harbor Steam Pl ant;
may assi st in maintenance and repair of control systens at a tank farmor at fue
oil handling and storage facilities;

Assi sts Instrument Mechanics in servicing steam pl ant equi prent by cal i brating,
cl eani ng, checking, lubricating, inspecting, adjusting, maintaining and naki ng m nor
repairs to automatic controls, indicating and recording instrunents and conponents,



and nmay assist in the major overhaul of instruments and controls; assists in

i nspecting and determ ni ng operating conditions of indicating and recordi ng
instruments, automatic control equipment and el ectrical, electronic, hydraulic, and
pneunati c systens; assists in disassenbling, testing, and repairing instrunents and
controls; as assigned, maintains records of inspections, calibrations, and

mai nt enance and repair activities; uses various gases and |iquids such as oxygen
mercury, carbon nonoxi de and acids when cl eaning or calibrating; checks nechanica
charts and recorders for proper operations; may assist in repairing closed circuit
tel evision nonitors;

Monitors indicators for equi pnent mal function and reports inproper operations; keeps
equi pnent, adj acent areas, and working areas clean; drives dunp trucks, fork lifts,
power sweepers, and other equi pnent, as required; checks oil levels and |ubricates
machi nery and equi pnent; changes fuel oil burners; takes readings, |ogs, and

mai ntai ns station records; under direction, opens and cl oses val ves and el ectri cal
circuit breakers; and may occasionally be assigned to other duties for training

pur poses or to neet technol ogi cal changes or emergencies.

Qualifications : A general know edge of types, principles of operations, and
operating methods and practi ces of equi pnent and nachinery used in both the steam
and el ectrical phases of steamelectric generating plants, including turbogenerator
units and auxiliary equi prent; a general know edge of the hazards invol ved and
safety precautions required in worki ng near and operating steam pl ant equi prent,

i ncluding energi zed circuits; a general know edge of the fundanentals of electricity
as related to its generation and transnission; the ability to perform manual work
and use hand tools associated with routine mai ntenance acitivites at a steam
electric generating plant; the ability to followwitten and oral instructions and
establ i shed procedures; the ability to read precision recording instrunents and keep
records; the ability to detect irregularities in the operation and functioni ng of
machi nery and equi pnent by inspection or review of operating records and reports;
the ability to anal yze energency situations and to adopt quick, effective, and
reasonabl e courses of action; and the ability to comuni cate in an understandabl e
nmanner .

(One year of experience in electrical or nechanical work involving the operation
mai nt enance, or repair of large nmachi nery such as that found in an engi ne room on
board ship, or in an electric generating plant; or successful conpletion of a one
senester course in mechanics, physics, electricity, electronics or chemstry; or
successful conpletion of the Hayden E ectricity course sponsored by the Depart ment
of Water and Power; or the Pre-Steam Pl ant Assistant course given by Los Angel es
Trade Technical Col | ege.

License: Awvalid California driver's license and a good driving record are
required

Physical Requirements : Stength to performaverage lifting up to 70 pounds and
occasi onal ly over 70 pounds; back and | eg coordination involved in activities such
as stooping, kneeling, crouching, and crawing; arm hand and finger dexterity with
bot h hands involved in activities such as reaching, handling and feeling; good
speaki ng and hearing ability; normal depth perception and col or vision.

Persons with medical limtations may, with reasonabl e accomodati ons, be capabl e of



performng the duties of sonme of the positions in this class. Such determ nation
must be nade on an individual basis in light of the person's limtations, the
requi renents of the position, and the appointing authority's ability to effect
reasonabl e accomrodations to the person's limtations.

As provided in Gvil Service Conmission Rule 2.5 and Section 4.55 of the
Adm ni strative Code, this specification is descriptive, explanatory and not
restrictive. It is not intended to declare what all of the duties and
responsibilities of any position shall be.



