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FI REBCAT PI LOT, 5127

Summary of Duties : (perates and directs the navigation of a large fireboat in Los
Angel es; and does rel ated worKk.

Di stinguishing Features : A Fireboat Pilot operates a |large fireboat having multiple
propellers, with a punping capacity of about 10,000lgpm A Fireboat Pilot is
responsi ble for the safe handling of the boat when under way and at the scene of
fires and other alarns. Wile under way and in nooring the boat, an enpl oyee of this
cl ass supervises a Fireboat Mate and crew of Firefighters who serve as a deck force
A Fireboat Pilot receives no technical supervision in the handling of the boat, but
otherwi se reports directly to a Fire Captain

The class of Fireboat Pilot is distinguished fromthe class of Fireboat Mate in that
enpl oyees of the former class are responsible for the operation of a large fireboat,
whi | e enpl oyees of the latter class are responsible for the operation and

mai nt enance of a snall fireboat, or for assisting and relieving a Fireboat Pilot and
supervi si ng nai nt enance of the deck and equi pnent of the large fireboat.

Exanpl es of Duties : (perates a large fireboat to and fromthe scene of fires and
other alarnms in all types of weather; naneuvers the fireboat in a manner to permt
maxi mum ef fecti veness of the crewin fighting fires and protecting Iife and
property; directs the operation of the fireboat when tow ng vessels;

Mai nt ai ns Harbor charts by noting new ai ds and hazards to navi gation and
instructions of the United States Hydrographic Ofice; inspects all equi pment of the
fireboat and reports the results to the Fire Captain, including any additiona

mai nt enance wor k whi ch may be required; renews the registrati on papers for the
fireboat;

Instructs the Fireboat Mate and other nenbers of the crewin the naintenance and
operation of the fireboat and in changes in laws, rules, and regul ati ons pertaini ng
to the operation of boats and other vessels in the Harbor; assists in the upkeep and
repair of the fireboat and equi pnent; participates in inspections of occupancies and
installations in the Harbor area for fire fighting purposes; and nay occasionally be
assigned to other duties for training purposes or to nmeet technol ogi cal changes or
emer genci es.

Qualifications : A good know edge of seamanship and nautical termnms; a good know edge
of the maintenance requirenents of fireboats andrel ated equi pnent; a good know edge
of the operation and tactical maneuvering of fireboats during emergency conditions
in all types of weather; a good know edge of the aids and hazards to navigation in
the Harbor; a good know edge of the depths of water and the location of all berths,
anchorages, and other facilities in the Harbor; a good know edge of federal |aws and
the rul es and regul ati ons of the Harbor Departnent pertaining to the operation of
vessels in the Harbor and in inland waters; a good know edge of conpass errors; a
good know edge of the use and care of fireboat navigation equipnent; a working

know edge of marine signaling systens; a working know edge of the Fire Departnent
communi cation systemas related to fireboat operations; a working know edge of




official sources of information relating to laws, rules, and regul ations affecting
the navigati on of\vessels in the Harbor; a working know edge of the objectives,
principles, and practices of waterfront prefire planning; a working know edge of the
organi zation, functions, rules, regul ations, and procedures of the Fire Departnent;
a wor ki ng know edge of the Gty of Los Angel es Fire Code; a working know edge of the
principles of supervision and training; the ability to operate and maneuver a | arge
fireboat under fire and other emergency conditions; the ability to train and
supervi se others in the operation and mai ntenance of a large fireboat and its

navi gati on equi prrent; and the ability to think quickly and use good judgrment under
adver se circunst ances.

Four years of experience as a sworn menber of the Los Angel es Department is
required. GCourses in Fire Science/Fire Protection Admi nistration or courses
accepted in an approved Fire Science/Fire Protection Adm nistration programof a
recogni zed col l ege or university may be substituted for up to six nonths of the
requi red experience at the rate of 30 senester or 45 quarter units for six nonths of
experience. At least half of the units nust be in Fire Science/Fire Protection

Admi ni stration courses.

License: Awvalid license to operate or navigate a passenger-carrying vessel issued
by the United States Coast Quard is required.

Physi cal Requirenments : Candi dates nust neet such nedical and physical standards as
the Board of Gvil Service Comm ssioners may prescri be.

As provided in Gvil Service Conmission Rule 2.5 and Section 4.55 of the
Adm ni strative Code, this specification is descriptive, explanatory and not
restrictive. It is not intended to declare what all of the duties and
responsibilities of any position shall be.



