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Summary of Duties: Searches for, collects, and preserves
physical evidence 1n the investigation of crine and suspected
crimnals; exam nes evi dence by nmeans of physical and chem cal
anal yses; gives expert testinony in court; and may assign,
review and eval uate the work of O imnalists engaged i n above
wor k; applies sound supervisory principles and techniques in
bui | di ng and nai ntai ning an effective work force; fulfills
affirmative action responsibilities; and does rel ated work.

Di stingui shing Features: Under the general supervision of the
Supervising Ormnalist, a Oimnalist is trained in and
perforns technical and scientific work in obtaining physical
evidence of a crime which is subject to | aboratory anal ysis and
identification and in maki ng such analyses in a crine | aboratory
or supervises a section engaged in such work. A CGimnalist
also testifies in court as an expert w tness.

Al t hough a person appointed to Gimnalist has a genera

know edge of chem stry, biological sciences, or crimnalistics,
t he enpl oyee nust |earn the specific know edges, nethods, and
t echni ques used by the Police Departnent through on-the-job
trai ni ng

A journey-level Orimnalist nornally receives assignments in
terns of desired objectives, with the choice of validated

nmet hods and procedures left to the discretion of the anal yst.
Review is through the results obtained and the quality of
testinmony in court. A journey-level Gimnalist is responsible
for know ng the potentialities and limtations of |aboratory
analysis and scientific identification of evidence. A journey-
level rimnalist may handl e many of the nore conpl ex and
difficult analytical sanples submtted to the unit. An enpl oyee
at this level has nore extensive and w de-spread expertise as
indicated by his/her ability to qualify as an expert witness in
various fields of crimnalistics. In the absence of a
Supervising Orimnalist, an experienced journey-|evel
Oimnalist may be required to assune sone of the duties of the
Supervising rimnalist.

A Supervising Gimnalist is responsible for the admnistration
of aunit or units wthin the OGimnalistics Laboratory. A
Supervising Oimnalist directs the work of |aboratory personnel
whil e personally performng sone of the nore difficult
assignnents. Supervision exercised involves both the technical
nmet hods used and eval uation of results. An incunbent in the
class of Supervising Gimnalist, as a bona fide supervisor, is
responsi bl e for the performance of the full range of supervisory
activities including: application of discipline, processing and
resol ution of grievances, evaluation of performance and approval



of time-off requests.
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Exanpl es of Duties:

C)lrn nal i st:

Makes physical, chem cal, mcroscopic, and instrunental
examnations in the identification and conpari son of

evi dence so as to connect that evidence with the
perpetrator of a crine;

Anal yzes nmaterials such as hair, skin, blood, poisons,
narcotics, debris, paint, glass, ink, paper, fabrics,

bul lets, shells, firearns, and other substances, materials,
and obj ects which may constitute physical evidence;
Docunents, collects, and preserves physical evidence from
crime scenes;

Prepares witten reports of analysis;

Presents anal ytical results in court;

Consults with police officers, detectives, photographers,
latent fingerprint examners, private experts,
crimnalists, attorneys, and others on the sol uti on of
crimes which involve analysis, identification and

conpari son of physical evidence;

A ves forensic training to other Departnental personnel
Qccasionally perforns analysis on nore difficult forensic
sanpl es on a routine basis;

Devel ops new anal yti cal techni ques;

In the absence of a Supervising Grimnalist, supervises the
day-to-day operation of a |aboratory unit.

SuperV|S|ng Oimnalist:

Supervi ses, trains, assigns, and participates in the work
of evi dence exanination and anal ysi s;

Prepares and reviews admnistrative, statistical, and
investigative reports, studies and surveys;

Teaches material on exam nation of evidence at Police
Departnent training school s;

Comuni cat es equal enpl oynent/affirmative action
information to enpl oyees;

Applies job-related criteria in selecting, orienting,

assi gning, training, counseling, evaluating, and

di sci pl i ni ng subor di nat es;

Assi sts enployees in preparing for pronotion as described
inthe Qty's Affirmative Action Program

May occasionally be assigned to other duties for training
pur poses or to neet technol ogi cal changes or energenci es.

Qualifications:

Both d asses :

A good know edge of:

Chemstry and physics as applied to the investigation of
evi dence;
Rul es of evidence.
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A wor ki ng knowl edge of:

* Bi ol ogy, bi ochem stry, physiol ogy, bacteri ol ogy,
t oxi col ogy, m neral ogy, spectroscopy, and m croscopy as
applied to the analysis, conparison, and identification of
physi cal
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evi dence; _
* | nstrunment anal ysi s.

The ability to:
Qperate various types of mcroscopes, ultraviolet, visible,
and infrared spectrophotoneters, gas, and liquid
chr omat ogr aphs, x-ray fluorescence and diffraction
spectrometers, and other standard | aboratory equi pnent;

* Speak clearly as an expert witness.

Supervising Gimnalist : |In addition to the above:

A good know edge of:
Supervisory principles and practices including: planning,
del egating and control ling the work of subordi nates.

* Techni ques of training, instructing and eval uation of
subor di nat e wor k perfornance;
Procedures for grievance handling;
Supervi sory responsibility for EEQ AA as set forth in the
Gty's Affirmative Action Program

A wor ki ng knowl edge of:
* Menor anda of understanding as they apply to subordinate
per sonnel .

A general know edge of:
* Gty personnel rules, policies and procedures.

The ability to:
Anal yze situations and adopt effective courses of action;

* Performand direct |aboratory research;

* Establish and maintain a work environment to enhance both
enpl oyee noral e and productivity;

* Apply sound supervisory principles and techni ques;

* Ful fill supervisory affirmative action responsibilities as

indicated in the Gty's Affirmative Action Program

M ni num Requi renents:
Oimnalist:
1. G aduation froma recogni zed four-year college or
university with a magjor in a physical or natura
sci ence and
2. Successful conpletion of 8 senester units or 12
quarter units in general chemstry and 3 units or 4
quarter units in quantitative chemstry.

Supervising Gimnalist:
Two years as a Gimnalist Il with the Los Angel es Police
Depart nent .

Li cense: Both asses: Awvalid California driver's license is
required.
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Physical requirenents: Both dasses: Strength to perform
average Ti1fting up to 15 pounds and occasi onally over 25 pounds;
armand finger dexterity with both hands involved in activities
such as reaching, handling and feeling; stamna to stand for

| ong periods of time; good speaking and hearing ability; and
good eyesi ght.

Persons with nedical limtations may, wth reasonabl e
accommodati on, be capable of performng the duties of this
class. Such determ nation nust be nade on an individual basis
inlight of the person's Iimtations, the requirenments of the
positions, and the appointing authority's ability to effect
reasonabl e accommodation to the person's limtations.

As provided in CGvil Service Comm ssion Rule 2.5 and
Section 4.55 of the Adm nistrative Code, this specification
is descriptive, explanatory and not restrictive. It is not
intended to declare what all of the duties and
responsibilities of any position shall be.



