10- 02- 92 FI REFI GHTER, 2112

Summary of Duties: Engages directly in fire suppression, fire
prevention, Emergency Medical Service (EM5) and rel ated
activities for the saving of Iife and property; operates and

mai ntains firefighting and energency nedi cal equi pnent, tools
and apparatus; renders Basic Life Support (BLS) to sick and
injured at the scene and in transit to a hospital; nmay provide
Advanced Life Support (ALS); and does rel ated worKk.

Di stingui shing Features: Firefighter is the entry-|level class
In the uniformed ranks of the Fire Departnment. An enployee in
this class is nornally trained during the first year on the job
to performbasic fire suppression and Energency Medi cal
Technician | (EM) duties.

Al though firefighting continues to be a primary mssion of the
Fire Departnent, its role has evol ved and now enconpasses

nmedi cal energenci es, hazardous materials incidents, rescues and
ot her ener genci es.

Fi re Suppression and Rescue

A Firefighter may operate the snaller, less conplex, fire
apparatus or an anbul ance, or nmay tiller an aerial |adder
truck. Nornally an Engineer of the Fire Departnent drives,
operates, and nai ntai ns heavy punpi ng apparatus and an
Apparatus Qperator drives, operates, and nai ntai ns an
aerial |adder truck. However, a Firefighter nust qualify
to operate such equi pnent and nay operate these vehicle
types under energency and non-energency conditions while
the regularly assigned operator is tenporarily absent.

Emer gency Medi cal Services

A significant portion of a Firefighter's tinme will be
devoted to providing energency nedi cal services to the
public and may include incidents ranging fromsingle-
patient auto accidents to nmulti-casualty activities at
maj or energencies involving structure fires, building
col  apse, aircraft and hazardous material s incidents.

Al Firefighters receive training as Energency Mdica
Techni ci ans and nmanage basic |life support patients that do
not require paramedic certification. Basic |ife support
treatments include such procedures as cl eani ng and
bandagi ng m nor wounds, splinting, and Cardi opul nonary
Resuscitation. An EMI-certified Firefighter nay be pl aced
in charge of a rescue anbul ance, of basic |ife support at
the scene of an energency, and in transit to a hospital.
Sonme Firefighters will be chosen for paranedic training and



must obtain a valid Mbile Intensive Care Paranedi c
Certificate issued by the Drector, Departnment of Health
Services, County of Los Angeles. These enpl oyees nust
maintain this certification in order to provi de paranedi cal
servi ces.

Firefighters with paranedic certification provide
prehospi tal emergency nedi cal care under direct supervision
of a base hospital, or the standing orders of a base
hospital. Exanples of these types of services include
cardiac nonitoring and defibrillation, advanced airway
managenent, and adm ni strati on of drugs.

A paranedic-certified Firefighter is responsible for
rendering basic |ife support and advanced |ife support to
persons suffering fromtraumati c wounds and i njuries,
serious illnesses, and comuni cabl e di seases, and for
transporting such persons to hospitals when necessary. A
paranedi c-certified Firefighter may be placed in charge of
a rescue anbul ance and will direct the performance of basic
l'ife support and advanced |ife support services at the
scene of an energency and in transit to a hospital.

Fire Prevention and Public Safety

Wen assigned to a fire conpany or to the Fire Prevention
Bureau, a Firefighter nakes fire inspections that require
| ess techni cal background, know edge, and specialized
training than is required of a Fire Inspector. A
Firefighter inspects buildings ranging fromsingle famly
resi dences to public assenblage facilities in order to
ensure conpliance with the fire code.

A Firefighter normally works in accordance with standard
operating procedures and under the orders of a Fire Captain.
However, the enpl oyee frequently makes independent deci sions
affecting life and property. Enployees in this class nust be
capabl e of intensive physical exertion for extended periods
under hazardous conditions. They also nust have skill in
establ i shing and mai nt ai ni ng good enpl oyee and public rel ations.

A Firefighter differs froma Fire Captain in that a Firefighter
is the entry-level class in the uniformed ranks of the Fire
Departnent involved directly in fire suppression, hazardous
materials incidents, fire prevention, and energency nedi cal
services, whereas a Fire Captain perforns duties that involve
supervi sing and participating in the above nentioned activities.

Exanpl es of Duties: A Firefighter may performsone or all of
the duties Tisted in the categories bel ow




Fi re Suppression and Rescue

Responds to fire alarnms with the conpany.

Connects and | ays hose |ines.

Enters burning buildings with hose |ines.

Assists in rescuing persons from burning buildings and
fromother places where life is in danger.

Uses hand fire extinguishers and a variety of hand
tool s and gasoline or hydraulically-powered equi pnent.
Rai ses and clinbs | adders.

Lower s | adders.

Makes forcible entry into buil dings.

Ventilates buildings to relieve snoke, heat, and
gases.

Fol | ows established procedures for handling and nmaki ng
notification about hazardous nmaterials or conditions.
Uses sel f-contai ned breat hi ng appar at us.

Assists in overhauling operations to ensure that the
fire is conpletely extinguished.

Repl aces broken or ruptured sprinkler heads to prevent
unnecessary wat er danage.

Protects property by spreadi ng sal vage covers and by
usi ng sawdust, broons, nops, shovels, and simlar

equi pnent .

May tiller an aerial |adder truck or operate and

mai ntain a tank wagon, squad, or snaller autonotive
appar at us.

Uses a hose line or brush tools to control grass and
brush fires.

Assists in extinguishing fires in aircraft and aboard
shi ps.

Emer gency Medi cal Services

Drives a Fire Departnent Rescue Anbul ance under al
types of conditions.

Exam nes sick and injured persons, determnes
necessary actions, and renders BLS or ALS.

Assists in patient stabilization prior to transporting
avictim

Repl eni shes energency nedical supplies in an

anbul ance.

Responsi bl e for the condition and safe operation of an
anbul ance and its readiness for service.

Determ nes the procedures for handling and di sposition
of patients with contagious diseases.

Under direct supervision of a physician or registered
nurse, admnisters intravenous saline, glucose, or

vol une expandi ng agents or sol utions.

Perfornms gastric suction by intubation.

Perforns pul nonary ventilation by use of esophageal

ai rwnay.



ot ai ns bl ood.

Applies rotating tourniquets.

Adm ni sters parenterally, orally, or topically various
cl asses of drugs and sol utions, including
antiarrhythmc agents, narcotic antagoni sts, vagol ytic
agents, chronotropi c agents, alkalinizing agents,
diuretics, anticonvul sants, bronchodilators, and

eneti cs.

Fol | ows prescribed procedures when dead bodi es are

f ound.

Assists in rescue operations of trapped victins.
Assists in lifting and carrying patients.

Cares for patients in transit to hospital facilities.
Prepares records and reports of patients treated.

I nstructs in cardiopul nonary resuscitation.

Keeps records and nmakes reports of gas and oi
consunption, service and repair, mleage, and nunber
of trips made.

Drects the operations of a rescue anbul ance, and the
admnistration of BLS and ALS in an energency and non-
enmer gency situation.

Supervises the field trai ning and eval uati on of

trai nees.

on Activities

A eans firefighting/ energency nedi cal services

equi pnent and appar at us.

Assists in maintaining fire station cleanliness.
Participates in station security procedures.
Attends, conducts, and participates in training
activities.

Participates in physical fitness program

Assists with office duties.

Qualifies to operate heavy punpi ng and aerial | adder
appar at us.

Medi cal Quality Assurance

Moni tors dispatch tapes for adherence to Medi ca
Priority D spatch Systemcriteria.

Conducts di spatch tape reviews and reviews of reports
and records.

Conducts on-site audits of energency nedical services
provided by Firefighter personnel and private

anbul ance conpani es.

Conducts oral and witten post-incident critiques with
Fire Departnent personnel and private anbul ance
conpani es to mai ntain high perfornmance |evels.
Conducts interviews wth enmergency roomstaff and
patients regarding quality of services provided.
Assists in formul ati ng recomrendations for standards



of emergency nedi cal service (EM5) performance and ENVS
pr ot ocol s.

- Assists in formul ati ng recommendati ons for EMS
trai ni ng

Fire Prevention and Public Safety

- | nspects property for adequate brush cl earance.

- Enforces fire prevention laws and regul ations in the
Mountain Fire District.

- Acts as conpany fire prevention inspector for
residential and small commrercial structures within an
assigned district.

- | ssues notices of Fire Code Violation or Fire/Life
Safety Violation to abate hazards.

- Prepares drawi ngs for building inventory program

- Participates in conpany pre-fire planning inspections
to become famliar with firefighting conditions.

- Assi sts nmanagers in devel opi ng an emner gency
organi zation structure for industrial and commerci al
facilities, high-rise structures, hospitals, and
governnent facilities.

- Presents tal ks and gi ves denonstrati ons to school s,
civic service, social, and other groups to increase
public awareness toward fire safety, nedical
ener genci es and di saster preparedness.

- | nspects tank ships entering the Port of Los Angel es.

Di spat ch

- Recei ves tel ephone calls of fires and requests for
enmer gency nedi cal service and di spatches fire
appar atus and rescue anbul ances to energency
i nci dents.

- Assists in controlling the distribution of apparatus
and receives reports and notifies stations of
appar atus out-of-service, water shut off at fire
hydrants, and cl osed streets.

- Records | ocati ons and novenents of chief officers,
arson investigators, photographers, and nmechani cs.

- Qperates conpl ex radi o switching and di spatch
tel ephone facilities, teletype and mcrofiche
equi pnent, and conputer term nal s.

- Using a protocol system distingui shes between BLS and
ALS incidents in determning resources needed.

- Mat ches appropriate nedical resources to patient's
needs.

- Tel ephoni cally gives pre-arrival instructions to
citizens.

Ancillary Duties



- Maintains a chief officer's vehicle and drives under
non- ener gency and emnergency conditions.

- Assists in varied admnistrative duties, overtime
hiring, tinmekeeping, personnel procedures, and supply
control

- At energencies, gathers information for and forwards
directions froma chief officer.

- Transmts and receives radi o reports.

- At energencies, provides situation status and resource
status infornation.

- Conpi | es incident sumraries fromsubordinate units'
reports.

- May phot ograph unusual fire conditions or suspicious
ci rcunst ances.

May occasionally be assigned to other duties for training
pur poses or to neet technol ogi cal changes or energencies.

Qualifications: Incunbents nust have the following abilities:

The ability to:

- Read and understand Departnent policies, rules,
instructions, and witten material relating to firefighting
and energency nedi cal service.

- Learn firefighting evolutions and emergency nedi cal
t echni ques and nmethods to apply sane to specific
situati ons.

- Learn and apply the know edges and skills required to
admni ster basic life support and advanced |ife support to
sick and injured persons.

- perate firefighting apparatus and equi pnent, energency
medi cal equi prment including an anbul ance, materials, and
t ool s.

- Anal yze situations quickly to adopt effective courses of
action, frequently under hazardous or |ife-threatening
ci rcunst ances.

- Protect and conserve nerchandi se, citizens' and patients'
effects, and ot her val uabl es under hi gh-stress energency
conditions or with mninmal supervision.

- Understand and follow oral and witten directions.

- Deal tactfully and effectively with sick and injured
persons and wi th other enpl oyees, officials and the public.

- Conpl ete records and wite reports.

M ni mum Requi renents: Candidates nust be at |east 18 years of
age. [In additron, graduation from high school or GE D




equi val ent is required.

License: Awvalid California driver's license is required.

Sonme Firefighters will be chosen for on-the-job training in
advanced life support. At the conpletion of their classroom and
practical training, these enployees nust obtain a valid Mbile

| ntensive Care Paramedic Certification issued by the D rector,
Departnent of Health Services, County of Los Angel es.

Because this class has been designated as Safety Sensitive in
accordance with Gty policy, a drug and al cohol screening test
may be required prior to appointnent.

Physi cal requirenments: Candidates nust fully neet the physica
standards prescribed by the Board of Gvil Service
Conmm ssi oners.

Appoi ntnment to this class is subject to a one-year probationary
period as provided by Section 109 of the Los Angeles Gty
Charter.

As provided in CGvil Service Conmm ssion Rule 2.5 and
Section 4.55 of the Adm nistrative Code, this specification
is descriptive, explanatory and not restrictive. It is not
intended to declare what all of the duties and
responsibilities of any position shall be.

Not e: Forner Paranedics, Code 2307, Anbul ance Drivers, Code
3571, and Anbul ance Attendants, Code 2305, who received a
Charter Section 108 Transfer to the class of Firefighter nmay be
assigned to any of the positions in the class of Firefighter.
The Fire Departnment will require successful conpletion of fire
suppression training before any of these individuals are
assigned to fire suppression duties.



