Utility Clearance Tree Trimmer (3105)
Task List 2026

Vegetation Management

1. Performs pre-inspection of trees and vegetation to be pruned or removed for periodic trim
cycles, trimming requests, emergency tree trimming for utility and/or infrastructure clearances
by inspecting tree locations and proximity to infrastructures, including energized power lines, in
order to determine the safest and proper procedure for completing the tree work.

2. Mentors trainees and performs complicated or critical tree rigging, removal, or maintenance
activities in order to ensure conformance to proper procedures and safety practices including
Cal/OSHA rules and regulations.

3. Participates in safety tailgate meetings and training to ensure adequacy of public and
employee safety, engage in safe work practices, and prevents damage or accidents to public
and private property.

4. Performs tree trimming using hand tools and power equipment, such as a hand saw, pole
saw, lopper, pole pruner, or chain saw, in order to eliminate hazardous conditions,interference
with energized conductors, and to preserve and maintain trees.

5. Performs tree trimming or removal from aerial lift equipment in order to more easily access a
tree during routine maintenance and emergency restoration.

6. Climbs ladders with a safety rope and saddle/harness in order to access trees to perform
various tree work activities.

7.Climbs into trees using a rope by the belayed body thrust method or footlock method with the
use of a climbing saddle/harness and tying knots in order to access trees to perform various
tree work activities.

8. Uses appropriate safety clothes and gear, such as gloves, eye protection, ear protection,
work chaps, dust respirators, work boots, hard hats harness, safety belt or scabbard, vests, and
Fire Rated (FR) clothing, in order to protect the worker from injuries.

9. Performs tree climbing that may exceed 100 feet in order to assess and complete tree related
work activities.

10. Inspects equipment and tools used for tree trimming operation such as, personal protective
equipment (PPE),climbing equipment, aerial lift equipment, and pre and post trip vehicle
inspection in order to maintain safety and compliance with department policies and procedures.

11. Ties various knots and hitches on a rope, such as a blake hitch, inline-taut line hitch,
bowline, running bowline, clove hitch, half hitch, timber hitch, or square knot, and or other
department approved knots, hitches, and friction devices in order to perform related tree work
activities, such as tying oneself safely into a tree; lowering branches, limbs, or tools; or tying two
ropes together.

12. Manually removes and cuts large limbs from trees that hang over houses, buildings,
energized lines, pools, or inaccessible property, by rigging with ropes, knots, snatch blocks,
winches, in order to prevent accidents, hazards, damage to property below.



13. Inspects clearances between trees and vegetation, for LADWP Transmission, Sub-
Transmission, Distribution Lines, Construction, Department facilities, City parkways, and public
or private property in order to estimate the time and preplan the procedures to be followed by a
tree crew to ensure that the work is completed in a timely, cost effective and safe manner.

14. Responds to requests from the public or private entities for power line clearance tree
trimming and or tree maintenance care by evaluating trees and vegetation and inspecting
clearances between vegetation and overhead construction to ensure compliance with the rules
and regulations.

15. Reports data about trees, such as growth patterns, durability, and locations for supervisory
for record keeping and updating inventory of trees.

16. Observes bird migration seasons and inspects trees for birds in order to plan and perform
tree maintenance work that is compliant with the local, Federal and State wildlife laws and
ensure that specific bird species are not harmed or destroyed.

Communication

17. Assigns orally or in writing, the work of Tree Surgeon Assistants, Utility Line Clearance Tree
Trimmer Trainees, Utility Line Clearance Tree Trimmers, and performs tree work in order to
ensure the timely completion of tree pruning, removal, and maintenance activities.

18. Makes written entries in logs, work reports, record books, and other electronic devices in
order to maintain pertinent data such as attendance, work progress and completion, costs,
inventory of tools and equipment, accident, damage reports, and employee evaluation reports.

Customer Service

19. Contacts property owners, by phone or in person in order to answer inquiries, investigate
complaints, and inform them of LADWP regulations and protocols pertaining to power line
clearance tree trimming, removal, and maintenance activities.

Other Related Duties

20. Utilizes computers and computer software to assist in field operations, departmental policies
and procedures, assist in written reports, maintain tree inventories,timekeeping, and any other
functions requiring written documentation.



