
Police Officer (2214) & 
Police Specialist (2217) 

Task List - 2026 
 
Patrol Activities 
 

1.​ Patrols an area on foot or in a radio car while looking for signs of illegal activity, traffic 
violations, road hazards, citizens in need of assistance, wanted persons, or other 
distress, in order to decide upon and take necessary actions. 

2.​ Drives police vehicle in accordance with provisions of the California Vehicle Code and 
L.A.P.D. policy in order to respond to non-emergency calls or conduct patrol activities. 

3.​ Evaluates situations before becoming actively involved by considering (when working 
alone) or discussing with a partner the type of call or observed activity, potential hazards, 
and tactics. 

4.​ Talks to victims, witnesses, and persons suspected of committing crimes or involved in a 
traffic collision using interview techniques appropriate to the situation to obtain detailed 
information, determine the role of involved parties, obtain descriptions, and establish 
grounds for arrest. 

5.​ Investigate to determine whether or not a crime has been committed, based on 
interviews and evidence, what law section applies and takes appropriate action such as 
securing the scene, effecting an arrest, making a crime broadcast, and completing 
necessary reports. 

6.​ Secures a crime scene by locating witnesses, collecting and preserving physical 
evidence to ensure that it is not destroyed or contaminated. 

7.​ Searches on foot for suspects, victims, and missing persons in relevant locations. 
8.​ Determines the facts from information available at the scene of a crime and writes 

accurate reports containing the facts for use in follow-up investigations. 
 
 

Response to Emergencies 
 

9.​ Drives a police vehicle in accordance with provisions of the California Vehicle Code and 
L.A.P.D. policy in order to respond to calls for service. 

10.​Reacts to potentially life-threatening situations by making split second decisions while 
applying knowledge gained through training and experience to take the actions 
necessary to protect self and others. 

11.​Performs rescues by dragging, carrying, or otherwise physically removing injured 
persons from life-threatening situations. 

12.​Renders first aid procedures in order to stabilize the injured persons until paramedics 
arrive. 

 
 
 
 



Maintaining the Peace 
 

13.​Resolves citizen conflicts such as business, neighbor, family, and traffic-related disputes 
by separating and interviewing the involved parties, attempting to deescalate and 
mediate the problem to determine whether a crime has occurred. 

14.​Monitors to manage or control crowds at scenes of protests, demonstrations, traffic 
collisions, and special events, dispersing crowds if necessary to maintain public safety. 

 
Providing Assistance to the Community 
 

15.​Meets with groups of residents and/or business people to discuss local crime, traffic, and 
related neighborhood problems, provides information about programs such as 
Neighborhood Watch and suggests steps citizens can take to combat crime and improve 
conditions in their community. 

16.​Initiates action to solve problems in the community such as vandalism by determining 
which government entity is responsible for handling the situation and making proper 
notification. 

17.​Assists motorists by performing activities such as giving directions, removing vehicles 
constituting a traffic hazard. 
 

Traffic Enforcement and Control 
 

18.​Recognizes when a traffic violation has occurred, then conducts a traffic stop by 
checking vehicle information using current technology, approaching the vehicle in a safe 
manner, explaining the violation, issuing a verbal warning or written traffic citation, or 
effecting an arrest. 

19.​Recognizes that a citizen observed driving erratically may be under the influence and 
takes appropriate action by initiating a traffic stop, administering a field sobriety test, and 
if warranted, detaining to facilitate appropriate chemical tests.  
 

Apprehension and Arrest 
 

20.​Operates police vehicles in pursuit of fleeing suspects, using emergency equipment, 
including red light and siren, and skilled driving techniques in order to apprehend. 

21.​Based on observation or radio call, initiates stops such as a stolen vehicle or an armed 
and dangerous suspect by using Department approved high risk stop tactics to take the 
suspect into custody. 

22.​Pursues fleeing suspects on foot, attempting to anticipate actions while using caution to 
be aware of the environment. 

23.​Establishes perimeters for containment and apprehension of fleeing suspects. 
24.​After establishing probable cause, take suspects into custody using Department 

approved techniques and equipment. 
25.​Understands the severity of situations that may lead to the use of deadly force and 

respond accordingly to Department policy. 



Court Preparation and Testimony 
 

26.​Acknowledges subpoenas, keeps track of required court appearances, and is held 
accountable for court attendance or on-call status. 

27.​Transports evidence securely from the location of storage to court.  
28.​Prepares to testify in court cases and testifies in court regarding arrests, reports taken, 

evidence recovered, and victims' statements. 
 
Reports and Administrative Activities 
 

29.​Accurately completes reports such as crime, arrest, vehicle, injury, death, evidence, 
traffic collision, and other reports. 

30.​Fills out disposition of incidents by writing brief information on the types of calls 
assigned, actions taken, location, disposition. 

31.​Activating and uploading Body-Worn Video (BWV) and Digital In-Car Video (DICV) in 
accordance with Department policy. 
 

Specialized Assignments 
 

32.​May be selected for one of the 250 different specialized assignments, such as Traffic 
Investigator, Special Weapons and Tactics (SWAT), Motorcycle Officers, Horseback 
Officers, Divers, Fixed-wing Pilots, Helicopter Pilots, Public Information Officers, K-9 
Units, and Bike Officers. Each specialized assignment will require specific training. 

 
 


